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Introduction 


At  the  end  of  1947  there  were  121  Primary  Schools  (including  one 
Nursery  School)  and  6 Secondary  Schools  in  the  rural  area  of  the 
Local  Education  Authority.  Of  the  Primary  Schools,  54  were 
County  Schools  and  67  Voluntary  Schools. 

In  January,  1948,  the  number  of  children  on  the  registers  of 
Primary  and  Modern  Secondary  Schools  was  8,163.  There  were  also 
275  boys  on  the  register  at  Soham  Grammar  School,  who  form  part 
of  the  total  number  under  consideration  in  the  paragraphs  which 
follow. 


Staff 

Services  in  connection  with  school  medical  work  were  rendered 
by  the  following 

R.  French,  M.D.,  D.P.H.,  School  Medical  Officer  and  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 

Eileen  M.  Brereton,  M.A.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  Part  Time  Assistant  do 

G.  C.  Baii.ey,  L.D.S.,  School  Dental  Surgeon. 

G.  N.  W.  Booth,  L.D.S.,  Temporary  School  Dental  Surgeon 

(resigned  Jan.  31st,  1947). 

H.  R.  Youngman,  M.D.,  Ophthalmic  Surgeon. 

A.  Graham,  Superintendent  of  County  Nursing  Association. 

G.  G.  Galpin,  Chief  Clerk  and  Enquiry  Officer  under  the  Mental 
Deficiency  Acts. 

Medical  Inspection 

The  arrangements  w'ere  exactly  the  same  as  those  detailed  in  the 
previous  year’s  report. 

Once  again  the  total  number  of  routine  examinations  fell  as 
compared  with  those  of  the  previous  year,  a fall  for  which  there  is  a 
very  definite  reason.  In  September,  1947,  the  new  medical  record 
card  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Education  was  brought  into  use 
so  far  as  entrants  were  concerned  and  the  very  considerable  increase 
in  the  time  required  for  its  completion  had  the  effect  of  slowing  down 
the  rate  of  examination.  It  is  true  that  greater  familiarity  with  the 
new  record  led  to  some  later  improvement  in  the  rate  and  this  was 
enhanced  by  making  use  of  the  services  of  a temporarily  redundant 
dental  attendant  in  a clerical  capacity,  but,  now  that  she  has  returned 
to  her  usual  duties,  it  remains  to  be  seen  whether  the  improvement 
will  be  maintained  to  a sufficient  extent  to  enable  the  necessary 
amount  of  ground  to  be  covered  each  year.  It  mav  be  that  it  will 
be  necessary  to  give  the  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer  some 
clerical  assistance  at  her  visits  to  the  schools  or  alternati%'ely  to 
employ  extra  medical  personnel. 
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There  has  also  been  a fall  of  smaller  degree  in  the  number  of 
special  examinations  and  re-examinations. 

For  the  first  time  since  the  outbreak  of  war,  the  Ministry  of 
Education  has  asked  for  details  of  the  findings  of  medical  inspection 
other  than  those  relating  to  nutrition. 

The  numbers  of  routine,  special  and  re-examinations  carried  out 
were  as  follows  : — 

Routine  examinations  . . . . . . 2,771 

Special  examinations  ..  ..  ..  341 

Re-examinations  ..  ..  ..  2,177 

As  a result,  306  children  were  found  to  require  treatment  and  the 
following  paragraphs  give  some  account  of  the  conditions  disclosed. 


Nutrition. — Of  the  2,771  children  examined,  928,  or  33.49  per 
cent,  were  considered  to  be  of  good  nutrition. 

Fair  nutrition  was  found  in  1,789  children,  or  64.56  per  cent. 

Poor  nutrition  was  found  in  54  children,  or  1.95  per  cent. 

It  is  very  difficult  to  make  any  reasonable  comparison  between 
these  figures  and  those  of  previous  years,  since  the  previous  four 
classes  of  excellent,  normal,  slightly  sub-normal  and  definitely  bad 
have  now  been  compressed  into  the  three  classes  set  out  above. 

In  1946  21.84  per  cent,  of  children  were  regarded  as  being  of 
excellent  nutrition,  but,  while  the  new  class  of  children  regarded  as 
of  good  nutrition  would  obviously  contain  all  of  these,  it  might  have 
been  presumed  also  to  contain  most  of  the  children  of  normal 
nutrition.  In  1946,  however,  that  class  contained  74.68  per  cent, 
of  all  children  examined  and  therefore  on  the  basis  of  pure  figures 
there  would  seem  to  have  been  a considerable  deterioration  in 
nutritional  levels.  Actually,  there  is  no  general  impression  that 
this  is  the  case  and  it  can  only  be  assumed  that  the  word  “ good  ” 
was  regarded  by  the  examiner  as  too  strong  to  cover  all  the  children 
whose  nutritional  level  might  reasonably  be  described  as  normal  and 
that  a large  number  of  children  in  the  latter  category  have  found 
their  way  in  to  the  “ fair  ” class  along  with  a few  of  the  slightly 
subnormal  children,  the  rest  of  whom  have  swelled  the  old  figure  of 
0.06  per  cent,  of  definitely  bad  nutrition  to  the  present  figure  of 
1.95  per  cent,  for  poor  nutrition. 

IV  hat  does  seem  to  emerge  from  the  new  grouping  is  that  if  no 
more  than  33.49  per  cent,  of  children  can  be  regarded  as  of  good 
nutrition  while  64.56  per  cent,  have  to  be  described  as  of  fair  nutri- 
tion only,  there  is  considerable  room  for  improvement  in  the  general 
level,  but  it  must  be  confessed  that  the  scope  for  variation  of  inter- 
pretation in  terms  of  this  nature  is  such  as  to  make  statistical 
evaluation  of  small  worth. 
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J^isual  defect. — The  total  number  of  cases  of  visual  defect  includ- 
ing squint  found  at  routine  and  special  inspections  was  410,  of 
which  122  were  considered  to  need  treatment  and  288  observation 
only.  The  last  year  for  which  comparable  figures  are  available 
is  1938  and  in  that  year  the  total  number  of  defects  found  was  429 
of  which  123  required  treatment  and  306  observation  only.  There 
has  thus  been  no  significant  change  over  the  intervening  period  of 
years  and  this  is  in  accordance  with  expectations,  since  visual  defect 
is  not,  as  is  popularly  supposed,  caused  by  any  known  environmental 
factor,  but  is  merely  one  of  many  possible  individual  variations. 

Nose  and  Throat  Defects. — A total  of  213  cases  of  nose  and  throat 
defect  was  found  at  routine  and  special  inspections.  There  is  no 
recent  figure  with  which  this  can  be  compared  and  no  subdivision  of 
the  group  has  been  made  as  was  the  case  in  1938.  Nevertheless  it 
can  be  assumed  that  the  majority  were  cases  of  tonsillar  enlargement 
with  or  without  adenoids.  In  1938  there  were  276  cases  of  chronic 
tonsillitis  with  or  without  adenoids  so  that  it  would  appear  that  there 
has  been  a considerable  fall  in  the  incidence  of  the  condition  in  the 
interval. 

Orthopaedic  and  Postueral  Defects. — Three  hundred  and  ninety- five 
defects  in  this  category  were  discovered  at  routine  and  special 
examination,  including  160  cases  of  flat  foot.  The  corresponding 
figure  in  1938  was  257,  but  it  is  a little  difficult  to  be  sure  that  the 
heading  covered  exactly  the  same  things  in  the  two  years,  besides 
which  the  observations  were  made  by  different  people.  Otherwise 
it  would  seem  surprising  that  so  considerable  an  increase  has  occurred 
in  spite  of  the  increased  attention  given  to  physical  training  in 
schools. 

Following  up. — -The  following  figures  relate  to  the  work  of  the 
District  Nurses  acting  in  their  capacity  of  school  nurses. 


Visits 

to  Schools  : — 

(a) 

Routing  Medical  Inspections  . . 

191 

(b) 

Special — ^Verminous 

513 

(c) 

Other  purposes  . . 

880 

V isits 

to  Homes  of  Scholars  :■ — 

(a) 

Follow-up  to  secure  treatment  . , 

2,699 

(b) 

Special  enquiries  into  infectious 
or  contagious  disease 

675 

(c) 

Other  purposes  . . 

376 

With  the  exception  of  that  for  visits  to  schools  for  the  detection 
of  verminous  children,  all  these  figures  show  falls  of  some  degree. 


Arrangements  for  Treatment 


Milk  has  continued  to  be  available  in  school  for  all  children  whose 
parents  wish  them  to  receive  it  at  the  rate  of  one  third  of  a pint  per 
day  per  child  without  charge.  To  the  extent  that  it  is  generally 
available  it  cannot  be  said  to  be  a provision  for  the  treatment  of 
malnutrition,  but  no  doubt  it  exercises  a ^'aluable  preventive 
function.  Restoration  of  the  old  arrangement  under  which  children 
s])ccially  requiring  it  could  have  an  increased  allowance  of  milk 
daily  (usually  two-thirds  of  a pint  instead  of  one-third  of  a pint) 
would  constitute  a form  of  treatment  for  malnutrition,  but  the 
prohibition  of  this  practice  by  the  Ministry  of  Education  remains 
in  force  on  the  ground  that  the  amount  of  milk  generally  available 
in  the  country  does  not  allow  of  it. 

Since  the  writing  of  the  last  report,  considerable  progress  has 
been  made  with  the  work  of  improving  the  milk  supplies  in  the 
schools  and  the  following  figures  relating  to  the  various  categories 
available  with  the  corresponding  figure  for  the  previous  year  in 
brackets  gives  some  idea  of  the  advance. 

Tuberculin  Tested  . . . . . . 37  (27) 

Pasteurised  . . . . . . . . -tS  (25) 

Accredited  . . . . . . . . 23  (28) 

Ordinary  ..  ..  ..  . . 24-  (41) 


In  addition  at  some  schools  where  non-tuberculin  tested  or  non- 
pasteurised  milk  is  received  it  has  been  possible  to  arrange  for  its 
heat  treatment  before  distribution  to  the  children.  As  was  expected, 
this  caused  some  falling  off  in  the  demand,  especially  amongst  the 
older  children,  but  the  addition  of  cocoa  to  the  milk  to  mask  the 
alteration  in  flavour  was  found  to  be  a partial  remedy  for  this. 

On  a day  in  February,  1948,  corresponding  roughly  to  the 
position  at  the  end  of  1947,  6,142  children  Avere  receiving  milk  as 
opposed  to  5,184  immediately  prior  to  the  institution  of  the  uni- 
versally free  supply  in  1946. 

Cod  liver  oil  and  malt  has  continued  to  be  granted  free  of  charge 
in  cases  where  it  has  appeared  to  be  likely  to  be  of  benefit. 

The  number  of  children  admitted  to  open  air  schools  has  fallen 
off  remarkably  as  compared  with  that  of  the  pre-war  years  and  in 
1947  only  one  such  admission  took  place,  making  the  total  number 
since  the  arrangement  started  202. 


U ncleanliness. — The  .number  of  routine  visits  to  the  schools  for 
the  detection  of  verminous  children  by  the  nurses  was  513,  as  against 
487  in  the  previous  year,  an  average  of  4.1  per  school.  The  total 
number  of  examinations  carried  out  at  these  visits  was  28,102 
(26,883  in  1946)  and  the  number  of  individual  c lildren  found  unclean 
was  209  as  against  302  in  the  previous  year.  This  would  appear  to 
constitute  a considerable  improvement,  but  an  additional  90  unclean 
children  were  found  by  Dr.  Rrereton  at  medical  inspections  as  a 
result  of  the  examination  of  2.771  children  to  make  the  total  shown 
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in  the  tables  at  the  end  of  the  report.  Since  her  work  was  not 
included  in  the  figures  for  the  previous  year,  however,  it  may  fairly 
be  assumed  that  the  improvement  revealed  by  the  work  of  the 
nurses  is  a real  one,  and  it  is  of  interest  to  note  that  their  figure  is 
exactly  100  less  than  the  corresponding  one  in  1938. 

Visual  Defects. — Dr.  Youngman  continued  to  do  the  work  entailed 
in  the  detailed  examination  of  supposed  errors  of  refraction. 

Two  hundred  and  ninety-nine  cases  were  referred  to  him  as  a 
result  of  preliminary  card  tests  in  school  and  221  of  them  were  found 
to  require  glasses.  By  the  end  of  the  year,  217  pairs  of  glasses 
had  actually  been  provided.  The  two  latter  figures  show  little 
variation  from  those  of  the  previous  year. 

Minor  Ailnients. — The  number  of  cases  of  scabies  reported  was 
20  as  against  59  in  1946  and  83  in  1945.  This  considerable  fall  is 
very  gratifying  and  it  may  be  hoped  that  it  heralds  an  early  return 
of  the  even  lower  levels  which  were  in  e.xistence  in  prewar  years. 
The  use  of  the  Cambridge  Borough  Clinic  by  inhabitants  of  the  rural 
area  shows  a corresponding  falling  off. 

The  incidence  of  impetigo  too  has  fallen  remarkably,  there  having 
been  only  49  cases  as  compared  with  87  in  each  of  the  two  preceding 
years.  In  1938,  109  cases  were  reported  so  that  the  general  position 
now  would  seem  to  be  much  better  than  that  of  prewar  years. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  number  of  cases  of  ringworm  continues 
to  rise.  There  were  25  cases  as  compared  with  13  in  1946,  but 
fortunately  all  were  of  body  ringworm  and  there  were  again  no  cases 
of  ringworm  of  the  head.  There  were  26  cases  of  body  ringworm 
and  one  of  head  ringworm  in  1938. 

Nose  and  Throat  Defects. — Fifty-seven  cases  were  referred  to 
Addenbrooke’s  Hospital  of  which  25  are  known  to  have  received 
operative  treatment  and  11  other  forms  of  treatment.  Seven  cases 
required  no  treatment  and  14  remained  on  the  waiting  list  for 
examination  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Dental  Treatment. — As  was  forecast  in  the  report  for  1946,  the 
staffing  position  throughout  the  year  has  been  extremely  unsatis- 
factory. Mr.  Booth  left  the  service  of  the  Council  on  January  31st, 
1947,  and,  in  spite  of  all  efforts,  it  was  not  possible  to  replace  him 
until  the  early  ]iart  of  1948  with  the  result  that  Mr.  Bailey  had  to 
struggle  single-handed  with  the  whole  of  the  work  of  the  area  for 
somewhat  more  than  a year.  The  old  story  of  mounting  arrears 
has  therefoi-e  to  be  told  once  more. 

A total  of  3,548  children  was  inspected  during  the  year  as 
against  6,726  in  the  previous  year.  Of  these  2,661  were  found  to 
require  treatment  or  75  per  cent,  as  compared  with  82.4  per  cent,  in 
1946.  This  almost  exactly  reverses  the  state  of  affairs  set  out  in  the 
report  for  that  year  and  no  doubt  the  reason  is  the  j^recise  conv'erse 
of  that  given  for  the  previous  rise.  In  1946  there  had  been  a full 
year’s  work  by  two  dentists  following  a year  of  only  partial  work 
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and  the  benefit  of  this  was  shown  in  1947  by  the  better  state  of  the 
children’s  teeth.  It  is  to  be  feared  that  will  show  another 

reversal  of  the  position. 

Of  the  2,661  children  requiring  treatment,  2,407  received  it,  or 
90.5  per  cent,  as  against  71.6  per  cent,  in  the  previous  year.  This 
figure  far  surpasses  anything  which  has  been  achieved  before  and 
constitutes  an  astonishing  rise  in  so  short  a period.  There  is  no 
clear  reason  for  this  and  one  can  only  indicate  as  a possibility  the 
general  increase  in  interest  in  health  matters,  particularly  as  they 
affect  the  welfare  of  children. 

It  is  inevitable  that  there  should  have  been  a decrease  in  the 
figures  for  all  forms  of  treatment.  Only  1,414  fillings  were  done 
as  compared  with  3,270  in  the  previous  year  and  the  1947  figure 
is  actually  lower  than  that  of  1945  when  it  was  1,511. 

There  were  2,610  extractions  as  against  3,181  in  the  previous 
year.  Of  these  212  were  of  permanent  teeth  and  2,398  of  temporary 
teeth.  AVhile  the  low  ratio  of  extractions  of  permanent  teeth  to 
those  of  temporai’y  teeth  appears  gratifying,  it  should  not  be  thought 
that  the  loss  of  temporary  teeth  has  no  importance.  Their  extraction 
at  an  early  age  has  a great  bearing  on  the  spacing  of  the  permanent 
teeth  which  are  to  follow  them.  Moreover  the  retention  of  the 
permanent  teeth  to  the  end  of  school  life  is  not  in  itself  a great 
achievement  since  it  is  usually  somewhat  later  that  their  loss  becomes 
necessary  on  any  considerable  scale  if  they  are  not  kept  in  satis- 
factory condition.  It  may  be  hoped  that  the  institution  of  a 
generally  available  dental  service,  free  of  charge  at  the  time  of  use, 
may  do  much  to  carry  on  the  good  work  of  the  school  dental  service, 
but  a great  deal  of  educative  work  will  be  necessary  to  see  that  it  is 
used  to  the  best  advantage  (i.e.  as  a means  of  preventing  the  exten- 
sion of  caries  rather  than  as  a means  for  dealing  with  it  in  an 
advanced  stage)  and  its  work  will  be  greatly  hampered  by  a shortage 
of  trained  personnel  in  th.e  early  stages. 

Orthopaedic  Treatment. — The  clinic  at  Addenbrooke’s  Hospital 
dealt  with  23  new  cases  during  the  year,  two  more  than  in  the 
previous  year. 

The  Education  Committee  undertook  the  cost  of  the  provision 
and  repair  of  appliances  in  1 1 individual  cases. 

The  three  boys  mentioned  in  the  report  for  1946  as  being  in  the 
Heritage  Craft  School,  Chailey,  remained  there  throughout  the  year. 
So  far  the  school  has  not  re-commenced  the  admission  of  girls. 

The  boy  at  Cold  Ash  Hospital  who  was  admitted  with  Perthe’s 
<lisease  during  1945  remained  there  throughout  1947,  but  the  boy  at 
the  Cheyne  Hospital  suffering  from  osteo-myelitis  was  discharged 
in  that  year. 

Other  Forms'  of  Special  Educational  Treatment  or  Institutional 
Treatment. — The  boy  suffering  from  bronchiectasis  who  had  been  in 
the  Ottershaw  Home  following  operation  was  discharged  in  1947. 


8 


His  improvement  was  only  partial  and  he  should  return  to  hospital 
for  further  operation,  but  unfortunately  his  parents  will  not  consent 
to  this.  In  the  meantime  he  has  been  able  to  return  to  an  ordinary 
school. 

A girl  suffering  from  the  same  condition  was  admitted  to  Otter- 
shaw  Home  in  1947  and  will  probably  require  operation  later. 

The  Education  Committee  continued  to  finance  the  journeys  to 
London  of  a deaf  child  for  attendance  at  a Speech  Training  Clinic. 


Tuberculosis. — The  following  are 

the  figui 

res  relating 

to  the 

institutional  treatment  of  the  disease 

in  school  children  in 

1947 

Admitted  during  1947 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Lungs  and  Thoracic  Glands 

3 

2 

5 

Cervical  Glands 

— 

1 

1 

Bones  and  Joints 

1 

1 

2 

4 

4 

8 

Remaining  on  January  \st,  1948 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Lungs  and  Thoracic  Glands 

— 

1 

1 

Cervical  Glands 

— 

1 

1 

Bones  and  Joints 

1 

— 

1 

1 

2 

3 

Other  Defects  Treated. — -One  hundred  and  six  children  were 
referred  to  Addenbrooke’s  Hospital,  57  for  nose  and  throat  defects, 
23  for  othopaedic  defects,  8 for  skin  conditions,  2 for  visual  defects, 
3 for  hernia  and  13  for  general  medical  and  surgical  conditions. 

Neglect. — Eight  cases  were  referred  to  the  N.S.P.C.C.  of  which 
five  were  for  general  neglect,  two  for  failure  to  carry  out  treatment 
of  defective  vision  and  one  for  neglect  to  attend  hospital  regularly 
for  an  orthopaedic  condition. 

Infectious  Diseases 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  schools  from  which 
notifications  of  infectious  disease  were  received  from  Head  Teachers 
during  the  year  : — 

Scarlet  Fever  . . . . . . . . 10 


Diphtheria  , . . . . , . . , . Nil 

Measles  , , . . . . . . . . 43 

German  Measles  . . , . . . . . 25 

Chicken  pox  . . , . . . . . 38 

^Vhooping  Cough  . . . . . . . , 29 

Mumps  . . . . . . . . . . 15 


There  is  no  marked  alteration  in  any  of  these  figures  from  those 
of  the  previous  year  except  in  the  case  of  German  measles,  the 
notifications  of  which  have  increased  from  7 to  25. 
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Provision  of  Meals 

A steady  increase  in  the  number  of  scliools  at  which  meals  are 
provided  has  continued  througliout  1947. 

Meals  are  now  provided  at  94  Primary  Schools,  6 Secondary 
Schools,  1 Nursery  School  and  the  Technical  College.  The 
number  of  primary  schools  is  38  more  than  the  corresponding  number 
at  the  end  of  194G  and  all  the  other  figures  remain  unchanged. 

The  number  of  children  receiving  meals  on  March  31st,  1948,  was 
5,094  as  against  3,676  at  the  end  of  1946,  so  that  the  increase  in  the 
number  of  schools  providing  meals  is  reflected  in  a considerable 
increase  in  the  number  of  children  taking  them. 

During  1947,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  only  criterion  for  the 
provision  of  free  meals  had  become  a financial  one,  it  was  considered 
appropriate  to  transfer  the  administration  of  the  service  from  the 
department  of  the  School  Medical  Officer  to  that  of  the  Chief  Educa- 
tion Officer  and  at  the  same  time  a much  more  favourable  scale  of 
means  was  put  into  operation.  Partly  for  this  reason  and  partly 
because  of  the  general  increase  in  the  availability  of  meals,  the 
number  of  children  receiving  free  meals  rose  from  146  at  the  end  of 
1946  to  459  at  the  end  of  March,  1948. 


Blind,  Deaf,  Defective  and  Epileptic  Children 

The  following  table  sets  out  the  position  with  regard  to  the 
institutional  treatment  of  defective  children  : — 

Educationally  Physically 

Retarded  Blind  Deaf  Epileptic  Defective 
Remaining  Dec.  31st,  1946  14  — 7 1 6 

Admitted  in  1947  ..2  — 2 — 2 

Discharged  in  1947  . . 2 — 2 — 3 

Remaining  Dec.  31st,  1947  14  — 7 1 .5 


Educational  Retardation. — Twenty-four  cases  of  educational 
retardation  were  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Education  Committee 
during  the  year. 

Three  cases  were  reported  to  the  Committee  for  the  Care  of  the 
Mentally  Defective  as  ineducable  in  either  ordinary  or  special 
schools  one  of  which  was  on  account  of  the  fact  that  it  was  inex- 
pedient that  he  should  be  educated  in  association  with  other  children. 
One  of  the  cases  was  admitted  to  a Certified  Institution  and  the 
other  two  were  jilaced  under  Statutory  Supervision.  Five  childi'cn 
were  approved  for  admission  to  s})ecial  schools,  but  only  one  was 
admitted  during  the  year,  the  other  admission  being  that  of  a child 
approved  in  the  pre\’ious  year. 


Child  Guidance 

The  main  staff  at  the  Child  Guidance  Clinic  remained  the  same 
during  1947,  but  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  Mrs.  Banister,  who  had 
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helped  in  an  honorary  capacity  with  the  play  group  for  almost 
seven  years,  resigned  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  Mrs.  Sisson  joined 
the  staff  on  a sessional  basis  as  an  Educational  Psychologist. 

The  old  premises  continued  in  use  as  various  difficulties  stood  in 
the  way  of  the  adaptation  and  use  of  the  proposed  new  ones. 

During  1947,  154  new  cases  were  referred  to  the  clinic,  that  is  to 
say  18  fewer  than  in  the  previous  year.  The  main  fall  was  in  the 
number  of  cases  from  the  rural  part  of  the  county,  but  the  Borough 
numbers  fell  from  120  to  117.  Ten  cases  from  other  areas  were 
dealt  with  at  the  clinic,  namely  five  from  the  Isle  of  Ely,  four  from 
the  Holland  Division  of  Lincolnshire  and  one  from  West  Suffolk. 

As  was  the  case  in  1946,  behaviour  disorders  were  the  most 
frequent  conditions  requiring  reference,  unmanageability  and 
stealing  being  the  most  common  examples  of  this  group,  but  they  were 
followed  very  closely  by  habit  disorders  of  which  by  far  the  largest 
group  consisted  of  excretory  troubles.  It  is  of  interest  to  note  that 
the  single  case  of  asthma  referred  to  the  clinic  was  classed  as  a habit 
disorder.  Nervous  disorders  took  third  place  so  that  the  order  in 
respect  of  the  three  conditions  so  far  mentioned  is  the  same  as  that 
. in  1946,  while  a long  way  in  arrear  come  educational  disorders. 

Of  the  cases  closed  during  the  year,  including  a number  remaining 
on  the  books  from  the  previous  year,  46  were  not  actually  examined 
at  the  clinie,  social  advice  only  being  required  in  most  of  them. 
Of  those  actually  examined  at  the  clinic,  64  required  advice  only 
and  it  must  be  presumed  that  the  advice  proved  sufficient  to  over- 
come the  difficulty  causing  reference.  A cautious  estimate  is  given 
of  the  results  of  treatment  in  the  56  cases  regarded  as  completed, 
9 being  described  as  much  improved,  44  as  impro^'ed  and  3 as  not 
improved. 

One  hundred  and  eighty-two  new  cases  were  referred  to  the 
Speech  Clinic  during  1947  making,  with  the  5 cases  standing  over 
from  the  previous  year,  187  requiring  examination.  Of  these  34 
were  considered  to  need  no  treatment.  At  the  end  of  the  year  259 
children  had  received  or  been  accepted  for  treatment  of  whom  102 
had  been  discharged,  157  were  actually  receiving  treatment,  86  were 
awaiting  treatment  and  4 had  not  yet  been  examined.  The  Speech 
Therapists  made  153  visits  to  homes  and  schools,  an  increase  of  38 
over  the  figure  for  the  previous  year. 

Of  the  new  cases  referred  98  were  from  the  Borough  and  84  from 
the  rural  area.  Dyslalia  was  once  again  the  most  common  defect 
in  both  Borough  and  rural  area,  but  there  were  18  cases  of  stammer 
in  the  Borough  as  against  9 in  the  rural  area.  This  differenee  has 
been  noted  in  some  degree  ever  since  the  clinic  started  its  work  but 
no  certain  explanation  exists.  It  is  tempting  to  speculate  as  to 
whether  the  state  of  affairs  has  some  connection  with  the  fact  that  a 
so  much  greater  number  of  children  in  borough  schools  are  con- 
sidered to  need  reference  to  the  Child  Guidance  Clinic  proper  as 
opposed  to  the  number  referred  from  rural  schools. 
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Detailed  figures  as  to  the  work  of  both  branehes  of  the  clinic  are 
published  at  the  end  of  the  report. 


Medical  Inspection  at  the  Technical  College 
and  Perse  School  for  Boys 

The  following  figures  give  details  of  the  work  done  at  the  above 
schools  : — 

Number  of  Routine  Inspections  : Male  Female 


Technical  College  . . 

. 86 

112 

Perse  School  for  Boys 

. 44 

— 

Principal  Defects  Discovered  : Male  Female 

Total 

Subnormal  Nutrition  . . 
Defective  Vision  : 

2 

' ■ ■ 

2 

For  observation 

15 

15 

30 

For  treatment 

Nose  and  Throat  Defects  : 

9 

5 

14 

For  observation 

4 

1 

5 

For  treatment 

— 

— 

— 

Defective  Hearing 

1 

2 

3 

Orthopaedic  Defects 

27 

17 

44 

Circulatory  Conditions . . 

4 

6 

10 

Other  Conditions 

31 

23 

54 

The  nutritional  condition  of  the  pupils 
follows  : — 

can  be 

further  subdivided 

Technical  College  : 

A 

B 

C 

Boys 

32 

53 

1 

Girls 

46 

66 

— 

Perse  School  for  Boys  . . 

17 

26 

1 

As  in  the  case  of  children  in  primary  and  secondary  schools 
maintained  by  the  Authority,  the  four  classes  of  nutritional  state 
considered  in  previous  years  have  been  compressed  into  three,  so 
that  satisfactory  comparisons  are  difficult. 

There  were  no  cases  of  poor  nutrition  amongst  the  girls  at  the 
Technical  College  as  against  the  four  cases  of  slightly  subnormal 
nutrition  giving  a percentage  of  2.8  in  that  group  in  the  jirevious 
year,  but  obviously  some  of  the  cases  which  would  have  been  classi- 
fied as  slightly  subnormal  in  1946  may  now  appear  among  the  66 
girls  regarded  as  of  fair  nutrition  in  1947.  One  boy  at  the  Perse 
School  was  considered  to  be  of  poor  nutrition  as  against  the  complete 
absence  of  either  slightly  subnormal  or  definitely  bad  nutrition  in 
the  previous  year,  but  the  occurrence  of  one  case  is  not  statistically 
significant  and,  apart  from  that,  it  does  not  follow  that  all  of  the  27 
cases  classified  as  of  fair  nutrition  were  entirely  satisfactory.  The 
single  case  of  poor  nutrition  among  the  boys  at  the  Technical  College 
as  compared  with  the  same  number  of  cases  of  slightly  subnormal 
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cases  in  the  previous  year  gives  no  ground  for  any  deduction  that  the 
state  of  affairs  there  has  remained  unchanged. 

The  percentages  of  good  nutrition  were  Technical  College  (boys) 
37.2,  Technical  College  (girls)  41.0,  Perse  Boys  38.6,  as  against  the 
figures  for  excellent  nutrition  of  20.8  per  cent,  24.1  per  cent,  and 
30.7  per  cent,  respectively  in  the  previous  year.  Although  any 
change  would  therefore  appear  to  be  in  the  right  direction,  the 
difference  between  the  two  descriptions  makes  it  impossible  to  make 
a definite  pronouncement  on  the  matter. 


R.  FRENCH, 

School  Medical  Officer. 


Table  I.  Medical  Inspection  of  Pcpils  attending  Maintained 
Primary  and  Secondary  Schools. 


A. — Periodic  Medical  Inspections. 

Number  of  Inspections  in  the  prescribed  Groups  : 

Entrants  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1116 

Second  Age  Group  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  1163 

Third  Age  Group  . . . . . . . . . . 492 

Total  2771 

Number  of  other  Periodic  Inspections  . . . . — 


Grand  Total  . . , . . . 2771 


B.— Other  Ispections. 

Number  of  Special  Inspections 
Number  of  Re- Inspections 

Total 


344 

2177 


2521 


C. — -Pupils  found  to  require  Treatment. 

Number  of  Individual  Pupils  found  at  Periodic  Medical  Inspection 
to  Require  Treatment  (excluding  Dental  Diseases  and  Infestation 

with  Vermin). 


For  defective 

i For  unv  of  the 

vision 

otlier  conditions 

Total 

(excluding 

' recorded  in 

individual 

Group 

squint). 

Table  1 1 A. 

pupils. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

Entrants 

26 

142 

154 

Second  Age  Group 

43 

62 

99 

Third  Age  Group 

23 

33 

53 

Total  (prescribed  groups) 
Other  Periodic  Inspections 

92 

237 

306 

Grand  Total 

92 

237 

306 

14 


Table  II. — A. — Return  of  Defects  found  by  Medical 
Inspection  in  the  Year. 


1 

Periodic  Inspections 

Special  Inspections 

1 

1 

i 

No.  of  defects 

No.  of  defects 

Defect 

Code 

No. 

Defect  or  Disease 

(1) 

Requiring 

treatment 

(2) 

Requiring 
to  be  kept 
under  ob- 
servation, 
but  not 
requiring 
treatment 
(3) 

Requu-ing 

treatment 

(4) 

Requiring 
to  be  kept 
under  ob- 
servation , 
but  not 
requiring 
treatment 
(■>) 

4 

Skin 

19 

72 

5 

5 

5 

Eyes — a.  Vision 

92 

244 

17 

12 

b.  Squint 

12 

29 

1 

3 

c.  Othei’ 

9 

63 

3 

4 

C 

Ears — a.  Hearing 

2 

15 

3 

2 

b.  Otitis 
Media 

1 

8 

1 

c.  Other 

2 

27 

3 

— 

7 

Nose  or  Throat 

20 

169 

2 

22 

8 

Speech  . . 

19 

41 

— 

1 

9 

Cervical  Glands 

3 

70 

— 

2 

10 

Heart  and 

Circulation 

92 

3 

11 

Lungs  .. 

1 

36 

1 

12 

Developmental — 
a.  Hernia  . . 

' 

1 

9 

b.  Other 

1 

79 

_ 

— 

13 

Orthopaedic- - 
a.  Posture 

7 

81 

b.  Flat  foot 

76 

83 

1 

— 

c.  Other 

i 28 

113 

3 

3 

14 

; Nervous  system — 
a.  Epilepsy 

6 

b.  Other 

— 

27 

— 

6 

15 

i Psychological — 
a.  Development 

70 

10 

b.  Stability 

1 

52 

1 

4 

16 

Other 

35 

1 257 

8 

24 

15 


B. — ^Classification  of  the  General  Condition  of  Pupils 
Inspected  during  the  Year  in  the  Age  Groups. 


Age  Groups 

Number 

of 

A 

(Good) 

B. 

(Fair) 

C. 

(Poor) 

Pupils 

Inspected 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

of  col.  2 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

of  col.  2 

No. 

/o 

of  col.  2 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(S) 

Entrants 

1116 

350 

31.36 

743 

66.58 

23 

2.06 

Second  Age  Group 

1163 

418 

35.94 

724 

62.25 

21 

1.81 

Third  Age  Group 
Other  Periodic 

492 

160 

32.52 

322 

65.45 

10 

2.03 

Inspections 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

2771 

928 

33.49 

1789 

64.56 

54 

1.95 

Table  III. — Treatment  Tables. 

Group  I. — ^Minor  Ailments  (excluding  Uncleanliness,  for 
which  see  Table  V.) 


1 

Number  of 

Defects 
treated,  or 
under 
treatment 
during  the 
year. 

(a)  Skin — 

Ringworm — Scalp — 

If  none,  indicate  by  dash 

— 

(i)  X-Ray  treatment. 

— 

(ii)  Other  treatment 

— 

Ringworm — Body 

25 

Scabies 

20 

Impetigo 

49 

Other  skin  diseases 

17 

Eye  Disease 

(External  and  other,  but  excluding  errors  of  refrac- 
tion, squint  and  cases  admitted  to  hospital) 

20 

Ear  Defects 

• • ••  ••  ** 

21 

Miscellaneous 

• • . • • ♦ • • 

69 

{e.g.  minor  injuries,  bruises,  sores,  chilblains,  etc.) 

Total  . . 

221 

(b)  Total  number  of  attendances  at  Authority’s  minor 
ailments  clinics 
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Group  II. — Defective  Vision  and  Squint  (excluding  Eye  Disease 
treated  as  Minor  Ailments — Group  I.) 

Number  of  defects 
dealt  with. 

Errors  of  Refraction  (including  squint)  . . . . 299 

Other  defect  or  disease  of  the  eyes  (excluding  those 

recorded  in  Group  I)  . . . . . . . . — 


Total 299 

No.  of  Pupils  for  whom  spectacles  were  (a)  Prescribed  221 

(b)  Obtained  217 

Group  III. — Treatment  of  Defects  of  No^e  and  Throat. 

Total  number  treated. 


Received  operative  treatment — 

(a)  for  adenoids  and  chronic  tonsillitis  . . . . 22 

(b)  for  other  nose  and  throat  conditions  . . . , 3 

Received  other  forms  of  treatment  ..  ..  11 


Total 36 

Group  IV. — Orthopedic  and  Postural  Defects. 

(a)  No.  treated  as  in-patients  in  hospitals  or  hospital 

schools  , . . . . , , . . . . , 1 

(b)  No.  treated  olherwise  e.g.  in  clinics  or  out-patient 

departments  . . , , , , , . . . 20 

Group  V. — Child  Guidance  Treatment  and  Speech  Therapy. 
No.  of  pupils  treated 

(a)  under  Child  Guidance  arrangements  . . 61 

(b)  under  Speech  Therapy  arrangements  . . 124 


Table  IV. — Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment. 


(1) 

Number  of  pupils  inspected  by  the  Authority’s  Dental  Officers — 

(a)  Periodic  age  groups 

2735 

(b)  Specials 

813 

(c)  TOTAL  (Periodic  and  Specials) 

3548 

(2) 

Number  found  to  require  treatment 

2661 

(3) 

Number  actually  treated 

2407 

(4) 

Attendances  made  by  pupils  for  treatment 

2515 

(5) 

Half-days  devoted  to  : (a)  Inspection  . . \ 

(b)  Treatment  . , J 

Total  (a)  and  (b)  . . 

447 

17 


(6) 

Fillings  : 

Permanent  Teeth 

1269 

Temporary  Teeth 

145 

Total  . . 

• • 

1414 

(7) 

Extractions  : 

Permanent  Teeth 

212 

Temporary  Teeth 

2398 

Total  . . 

2610 

(8) 

Administration  of  general  anaesthetics  for  extraction 

33 

(9) 

Other  Operations  : 

(a)  Permanent  Teeth 

190 

{b)  Temporary  Teeth 

386 

Total  (a)  and  {h) 

576 

Table  V. — Infestation  with  Vekmin. 

(i)  Total  number  of  examinations  in  the  schools  by 

the  school  nurses  or  other  authorized  persons  30,873 

(ii)  Total  number  of  individual  pupils  found  to  be 

infested  . . . . . . . . . . 299 

(iii)  Number  of  individual  pupils  in  respect  of  whom 

cleansing  notices  were  issued  (Section  5-1  (2), 

Education  Act,  194'4)  . . . . . . — 

(iv)  Number  of  individual  pupils  in  respect  of  whom 

cleansing  orders  were  issued  (Section  54  (3), 

Education  Act,  1944)  . . . . , . — 

CAMBRIDGE  CHILD  GUIDANCE  CLINIC. 


Statistics  for  Year  Ending  Decembeh,  1947. 


Cases  referred  by  : 

Boro. 

County 

Other 

Areas 

Total 

S.M.O. 

• • • • • 

..  28 

12 

9 

49 

Head  Teachers 

. . 28 

2 

— 

30 

M.  and  C.  Welfare 

. . 22 



_ 

22 

Parents 

. . 10 

5 



15 

Private  Doctors 

8 

- 

— 

8 

Health  Visitors 

6 

--  - 



6 

Probation  Ollicers . , 

4 



— 

4 

Speech  Therapist  . . 

Dr.  Barnardo’s  Homes 

3 

1 

— 

4 

3 

1 

4 

Other  Sources 

..  8 

4 

— 

12 

117 

27 

10 

154 

18 


II.  Problems  as  Referred  : 
Nervous  Disorders  : 


Fears  and  Anxiety  . . 

17 

6 

— 

Seclusiveness  , . 

— 

— 

1 

Excitability  . . 

2 

1 

1 

Habit  Disorders  : 

Excretory 

28 

6 

— 

Movement 

5 

— 

— 

Speech . . 

3 

— 

— 

Sleep  . . 

3 

— 

— 

Feeding 

3 

1 

— 

Fits 

8 

— 

— 

Asthma 

1 

— 

— 

Hysterical  Pains 

— 

1 

— 

Behaviour  Disorders  : 

Unmaneagable 

10 

4 

3 

Tempers 

9 

2 

— 

Aggressiveness 

6 

— 

— 

Stealing 

6 

2 

4 

Truancy 

6 

— 

— 

Sex  Difficulties 

4 

1 

— 

Romancing 

1 

— 

— 

.Jealousy 

1 

— 

— 

Educational  Disorders  : 

Backwardness 

7 

1 

1 

Inability  to  concentrate 

1 

1 

— 

Advice  re  Adoption 

1 

1 

— 

III.  Areas  : 

Borough 
County 
Isle  of  Ely 
Holland  (Lines.) 
W.  Suffolk 


IV.  CASES  EXAMINED  AT  CLINIC. 

B/fd.  from  1946  . . . . 99  Cases  closed 

New  cases  ..  ..  116  C/fd.  to  1948  .. 


23 

1 

4 

— 28 

34 

5 
3 

3 

4 
3 
1 
1 

— 54 

17 

11 

6 
12 

6 

5 
1 
1 

— 59 

9 

2 

— 11 
2 


154 


117 

27 

5 

4 

1 

154 


215 


215 


IS) 


V.  CASES 

Examined  at  Clinic  ; 

{a)  Examined  and  advised  64 

{b)  Treated  : 

Mueh  improved  , . 9 

Improved  . . . . 44 

Not  improved  . . 3 

(e)  Treatment  incomjjlete  : 

Left  district  . . 5 

Parents  unco-operative  3 
Referred  to  other 

agency  . . . . 1 
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.OSED. 

Not  exaynined  at  Clinic  : 
Social  treatment  only , . 26 

Exam,  unnecessary  . , 
Referred  to  other  agency 
Parents  unco-operative 
Left  district 
Application  withdrawn 


46 


175 


VI. 

TOTAL 

NUMBER 

OF  CASES. 

B/fd  .from 

1946 

138 

Closed  during  year 

175 

New  cases 

154 

Under  treatment  at  close 

of  year 

86 

On  waiting  list 

20 

Not  yet  visited 

11 

292 

292 

SPEECH  CLINIC  STATISTICS  FOR  1947. 


County 

Borough 

Total 

Referred  during  year 

..  84 

98 

182 

Not  examined  1946 

3 

2 

5 

Not  requiring  treatment 

..  16 

18 

34 

Treated  during  year 

..  124 

135 

259 

Discharged  after  treatment 

..  56 

46 

102 

Under  treatment  at  close  of  year 

..  68 

89 

157 

On  waiting  list  at  close  of  year 

. . 45 

41 

86 

Not  examined  at  close  of  vear 

3 

1 

4 

Types  of  Defect  in  nezo  cases  found 
require  Treatment  : 

Stammer 

to 

9 

18 

27 

Dyslalia 

. . 40 

45 

85 

Sigmatism 

..  16 

11 

27 

Cleft  Palate  . . 



1 

1 

Other  defects . . 

!!  3 

6 

9 

20 
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